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To visiting Arad leaders the Grand Muftl continues to deplors the sad

- state of Areb affairs. He tells his listeners to abandon 21l hops in the
Arsb League for the defenss of the Arsb cause in Palestine and elsewbere,
pointing out that the League had falled to take action on Palestine,
although this questlon had been on its agenda in October, November and
December 1916, Ainother Leagus failure, according to the Mufti, has been
the League's inaction in the Alexardrebia (Hatay? controversy, which had
been quistly stricken from its agenda by the Sacystary-Osnerzl; in response

25X1X§O & British recommsidabion.

Lomment: This reference to the Hatay is apparently calculated to appeal
%o Syria, which appesrs to be lending sapport to the Grang ¥ufti. Prior to
returning to his native Syria, Jamil Mzrdam, former Miniser o Bgypt end now
Prigm Minister, consulted the Grand Mufti on these metters and pledged cocpsration.
It is also reported that upon his arrival in Cairo on 1 January 1947, Riyad Sulh,
Frewler of Lebanom, valled upon the Muffii at his home in Zaytom on & Janvary and
sencwed the pledos given to the Wufdl by Jomil Eawdaie
25X1X6

2. ¥Yhe Grand Muf%l also maintains that the PGreater Syris® project and the

prenosal. for a iunion of Irag and PranssJordan threaten the axistancs of

ths Arsb League, In additiom; he points to eonstant intrigues by

Commnist agents, the uwneoupromising attitude of Turkey, and complications

presented by the unstsble politicsl structure in Iebamn)owing 40 its

large Christian elemoni,

Because of these undercurrenis, the Grand Nufti pradicts that the Leame
ig doowad to disinfegration, in spite of all the best British efforis,w——
a contingeney which he relishes with unconcealed jubilation. Por this
¥eazon he wishes o prepars Arsb youbh %o assume the responsibilities of
the Ieagus in leading the destinies of the Areb world whem the occasion
25X1A2 arises. This has brought sbout his efforts to estsblish a now league
9 of Arad Nations (Ses Report No.

25X1A%a
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k. Traocing the origin of the League, the Grand lMufti relates
that the project had long remained an Arab dream, which was
nod fulfilled until the British acceded to its organizatlon
in accordance vith their concepiion, although it had been
under consideration by the British since 1922, At that
time, they induced the late King Faysal of Iraq %o sponsor
the project. Faysal dispatched Nuri el-Safid from Iraq to
Egypt to nagotiate with representatives of the late King Fu'ad.
Although some progress was made in this direction, the cbscure
politieal outlook of the Egyptian Rewolution (Sa'd Zaghlul's
period) eaused the plan to fail. Dritish policy, however,
imposed the Arab League projech inm 1942 on lustafa al-Nahhas,
then Egyptian Prima Minister; who aspired %o the leader'ship
of the Arab world. iHs dismissal from the government and
the withd®awal of British support ended his illusions. With
the advend of Abd-aleRaohman $Az2am as Secretary-Genersl of the
Leagne; the Arebs wers treated to a rude awskening, It then
becane appavent to their leaders that the League was intsended
for the ultimate designs of British diplomney.

The Gfend iufti aleo asserts that the Soviet Union and France
disapprove of the conduct of the Areb League becsuse these two
nations are Gonvincsd that it is a politiesl instrument controlled
by the Bribish. As to tha U.S., its stand is characterized

by evasions Although America dislikes British ascenidaney in the
Argb world, it cultivates friendly relations and backs the British
for temporary expedieney, Acocording to the Grand Mufti, the U.S.
hopes some day to secure control of ths League in order to support
Americson economic and political interests In the 1iiddle East,
particularly the existing and proposed plpe Lines in Palestine

and Saudi Arabis. :

The Utuftd 15 sald to have stated that Nuri Sa'id of Iraq would

call on him in Calro during the lattor half of Jamiary 1947

in an effort to sffect a rapproschement between the Mufti and

the Hashimites, It was pointed out that the British ave
entertaining the idea of exterding King Abdaliehi's influence

over the Hejaz at the expense of Tbn Sand, who would be forced

to retire to the Nejd, providing such a plan is realized,

It was intimated that the British are seeking the Mufti's approvel of
such a plan and, in turny will grant him freedom of activitys

The Mufti is reported 28 stating that Brisain wil) back Abde&l-Rahman
'Azzam, Secretary-General of the League of Arsb States, as head -
of Tripoli, It is generally known that Britain is hoping to
install the Senussi as Emir of Cyrenaica. ‘
25X1A2g

D5X1AGE Cotmont: MM aistributed on 18 Juiy 1916,
roporved that the British were fostering a plan to
place Abd-al-Rabman fAzzam at the head of Libya,
after detaching him from the A»db League,
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